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Ministers were pleased to use daring that whole year, though his Majesty was absent, though a ^Rebellion raged in the bowels of the kingdom, and though the dangers and mischiefs arising from it, through their own negligence, or animosities, or treachery, called aloud, the one for remedies, the other for prevention, to which a treaty seemed to be the most natural and easy road.
All, indeed, were not of the same mind; his Lordship from Ireland, and Lord Harrington here, till the very moment that he surrendered the Secretary's Seals, were continual advocates for peace; and were only considered as so much the worse courtiers on one hand, and met with evasive answers on the other.
But though they were thus backward to fulfil their engagements to their new Allies, and so fearful to unmask, and show their true complexion in the Court, a crisis at last arrived, when for a measure of their own, in the midst of a Session, when the whole service of the succeeding year was at stake, they insulted the King with resignation upon resignation, and by the dint of distress obliged him to surrender almost at discretion.
This was called a factious measure by some, who compared it to the violence offered to their Kings by the Barons of old, and was universally condemned by all, when it appeared that the public had no concern in the dispute; that instead of obtaining a second Magna Charta to bespeak the favour and good-will of the people, they had only made a new provision for themselves and their creatures; and that the same men were employed, and the same measures pursued as before.